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INSIDE  N.l. 

MEMBERSHIP  CHAIRMAN'S  REPORT 

December  1982  Applications  for  Membership:  The  following  per- 

sons have  applied  for  membership.  If  no  written  objections  are  received 
by  February  1,  1983,  their  membership  will  become  effective  on  that  date. 

1957-MT  Frank  L.  Hattersley,  8701  Delgany,  No.  312,  Playa  del  Rey, 
California  90291  --  (Mexican  Coins  & Tokens) 
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Tijuca  - Rio  de  Janeire  20550,  Brazil  --  (World  Types) 

1959- MT  W.  M.  Schwenger,  11  Elizabeth  Ave.,  Kingston,  Ontario, 

Canada  K7M  3G9 

(British,  German  States,  Norway,  Sweden,  Denmark) 

1960- MT  Robert  Turfboer,  M.D.,  ]701  West  22nd  St.,  Joplin,  Mo.  64801 

(Coins,  Medals,  Tokens,  etc.  dated  1700,  1800,  1900) 

***** 


DONATIONS  REPORT:  We  wish  to  acknowledge  the  following  donations  re- 
ceived since  the  last  report: 


Name 

Type  of  Donation 

Preference  of  Use 

ABART,  Gerda 

$5.00  Cash 

NI  Library  Fund 

ABART,  Roll  and 

$5.00  Cash 

NI  Library  Fund 

ACHOR,  John 

$3.00  Cash 

General  Operating 

Fund 

ANDREWS,  C.  C. 

$3.00  Cash 

Building  Fund 

ALBRIGHT,  John 

$10.00  Cash 

General  Operating 

Fund 

BAILEY,  Howard 

$10.00  Cash 

General  Operating 

Fund 

BARTICK,  Philip 

$15.00  Cash 

General  Operating 

Fund 

BENSON,  Wm.  E. 

$20.00  Cash 

General  Operating 

Fund 

BERTOLINI,  Ernest  E. 

$8.00  Cash 

General  Operating 

Fund 

BORKOWSKI,  Kenneth 

$5.00  Cash 

El  BULLETIN  Fund 

BROCK,  Frederick  III 

$10.00  Cash 

NI  Library  Fund 

CARMACK,  David  E. 

$10.00  Cash 

General  Operating 

Fund 

COOK,  Robert  Kenneth 

$10.00  Cash 

NI  BULLETIN  Fund 

CORNESS,  Shane 

$10.00  Cash 

NI  BULLETIN  Fund 

EBERT,  E.  D. 

$13.00  Cash 

General  Operating 

Fund 

EDWARDS,  Kary  T. 

$10.00  Cash 

NI  BULLETIN  Fund 

EISEN,  Stuart  T. 

$5.00  Cash 

Building  Fund 

FORWOOD,  Wallace  E. 

$3.00  Cash 

General  Operating 

Fund 

GERMAN,  Bill 

$10.00  Cash 

General  Operating 

Fund 

GNATT,  David  H. 

$5.00  Cash 

NI  Library  Fund 

GRAMS,  Gabriel 

$5.00  Cash 

General  Operating 

Fund 

HARTOG,  J.  P. 

$25.00  Cash 

General  Operating 

Fund 

HEATON,  Charles 

$8.00  Cash 

General  Operating 

Fund 

HERZ,  Howard 

$20.00  Cash 

NI  Library  Fund 

HINKLE,  David 

$15.00  Cash 

General  Operating 

Fund 

JARMAN,  Gordon,  Jr. 

$10.00  Cash 

General  Operating 

Fund 

JEFFERSON,  John  J. 

$10.00  Cash 

General  Operating 

Fund 

KLECKNER,  Donald  S. 

$10.00  Cash 

General  Operating 

Fund 

LAMMI,  Weikko  S. 

$5.00  Cash 

General  Operating 

Fund 

LOCH,  Robert 

$2.00  Cash 

General  Operating 

Fund 

355 


Name 

Type  of  Donation 

Preference  of  Use 

MAJORS,  Wm.  H.  Ill 

$3.00  Cash 

General  Operating  Fund 

NOLAN,  John  T. 

$15.00  Cash 

NI  Reference  Collection 

NYGREN,  Raymond 

$10.00  Cash 

General  Operating  Fund 

OLDHAM,  Way land 

$10.00  Cash 

NI  Library  Fund 

ORCUTT,  Bert  E. 

$5.00  Cash 

General  Operating  Fund 

OTT,  Thos.  W. 

$3.50  Cash 

General  Operating  Fund 

PANISH,  Charles  K. 

$8.00  Cash 

General  Operating  Fund 

SAXEN,  Richard 

$5.00  Cash 

General  Operating  Fund 

SEMANS,  Scott 

$10.00  Cash 

General  Operating  Fund 

SNELL,  Lester  D. 

$5.00  Cash 

NI  Library  Fund 

SPENCER,  Wm.  L. 

$2.00  Cash 

General  Operating  Fund 

SWIECZKOWSKI,  Edmund 

$1 .00  Cash 

General  Operating  Fund 

TEMPLE,  C.  E. 

$10.00  Cash 

General  Operating  Fund 

THANNISCH,  G.  D. 

$10.00  Cash 

NI  Reference  Collection 

THORNTON,  Robert  L. 

$3.00  Cash 

General  Operating  Fund 

TILL,  Frank  L. 

$10.00  Cash 

NI  BULLETIN  Fund 

VERKET,  Harry 

$3.00  Cash 

General  Operating  Fund 

WILLIAMS,  Myrle 

$3.00  Cash 

General  Operating  Fund 

WURM,  Gunther 

$7.15  Cash 

General  Operating  Fund 

I 


***** 


LIBRARIAN'S  REPORT 


I.  Acknowledgement  is  made  below  to  those  who  have  donated  material 
to  the  NI  Library. 


W.  A.  Haskell 


STRARHAUS,  THEODOR.  Banknoten  in  Kveigen^  Krisen  vend  Stahilen  Zeiten. 
Pub.  1972,  46pp,  illus.  Overall  view  of  German  paper  money. 

KLAASESZ,  PAUL  F.  The  Coinage  of  the  Slovak  RepubliOj  1939-1944. 

ANA  Reprint,  4pp,  illus. 
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Serge  Huard 

BOILY,  RAYMOND.  Monnaies,  Medailles  and  Jetons  au  Canada. 
1980,  86pp,  illus. 


Pub. 


B.  A.  Sea  by.  Ltd. 

SEAR,  DAVID  R.  Greek  Imperial  Coins  and  their  Values.  The  Local 
Coinages  of  the  Roman  Empire.  Pub.  1982,  636pp,  illus. 


NI  Purchases 


RUSSO,  ARNALDO.  Catalogo  de  Moedas  do  Brasil.  Pub.  1978,  377pp, 
illus. 

MEDINA,  JOSE  T.  Medallas  de  Proolamaciones  y Juras  de  los  Reges 
de  Espana  en  America.  Pub.  1973,  340pp , illus. 

ADAMS,  EDGAR  H.  The  Julius  Guttag  Collection  of  Latin  American 
Coins.  Pub.  1974,  527pp,  illus. 

STICKNEY,  BRIAN  R./ALMANZAR,  ALCEDO  F.  The  Coinage  and  Paper  Money 
of  Honduras.  Pub.  1981,  61 pp,  illus. 
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STICKNEY,  BRIAN  R./ALMANZAR,  ALCEDO  F.  The  Coins  and  Paper  Money 
of  Nicaragua.  Pub.  1974,  59pp,  illus. 

ALMANZAR,  ALCEDO  F./SEPPA,  DALE.  The  Coins  of  Uruguay  1840-1971. 

Pub.  1971,  48pp,  illus. 

BRUCE,  COLIN  R.  II.  Standard  Catalog  of  Mexican  Coins,  Paper  Money, 
Stocks,  Bonds  and  Medals.  Pub.  1981  , 352pp,  illus. 

OLIVA,  JOSE  DE  YRIARTE/SANCHEZ , LEOPOLDO  LOPEZ-CHAVES.  Catalogo  de 
los  Reales  de  a Ocho  Espanoles.  Pub.  1965,  259pp,  illus. 

GRUNTHAL,  HENRY/SELLSCHOPP , DR.  ERNESTO  A.  The  Coinage  of  Peru. 

Pub.  1978,  303pp,  illus. 

CALBETO,  GABRIEL  DE  GRAU.  Compendio  de  las  Piezas  de  Ocho  Reales. 
Pub.  1970,  733pp,  illus.  (In  2 vols.) 

PRADEAU,  ALBERTO  FRANCISCO/HUBBARD,  CLYDE.  Numismatic  History  of 
Mexico  from  the  Pre-Columbian  Epoch  to  1822.  Pub.  1978,  176pp, 
illus.  An  updated  reprint  of  the  1938  publication. 

II . New  Slide  Set. 

Jack  E.  Lewis  (Author) 

33.  SOME  UNUSUAL  MINOR  COINAGE  OF  THE  GERMAN  STATES  (41  Slides). 

III.  In  addition  to  the  above,  we  would  like  also  to  thank  Walter  L. 
Mason,  Jr.,  W.  A.  Haskel  and  Raymond  J.  Hubert  for  their  donations  of 
other  books,  magazines  and  sale  catalogs  to  the  Library. 

IV.  This  ends  my  sixth  year  as  your  librarian  and  I have  enjoyed 
every  minute  of  it.  I hope  that  I have  been  of  some  help  to  our  users. 
Finally,  I would  like  to  thank  again  all  those  who  have  donated  material 
to  the  Library.  You  can  rest  assured  that  it  is  being  used. 

Granvyl  G.  Hulse,  Jr. 

NI  Librarian 

************************************************************************** 


MOUNT  ERYX.  THE  BIRTHPLACE  OF  HANNIBAL 
by  the  late  Larry  Devine,  NI  #1822 


ROMAN  REPUBLIC.  57BC  AR  Denarius,  of 
■ ! C.  Considius  Nonianus.  Laur.  and  diad. 

j bust  of  Venus  Erycina,  rt.  Rev.:  Acro- 
polisj  above  which,  temple  of  Venus  at 
' / Eryx;  below  a view  of  the  walls  and 

gate,  ERVX  between.  Craw.  424/1.,  Syd. 
886.  Rarity  4. 


Mount  Eryx,  the  last  Carthaginian  fortress  on  Sicily  at  the  end  of  the 
first  Punic  War,  was  the  birthplace  of  Hannibal,  who  lived  there  until 
he  was  five.  His  father,  Hamilcar  Barca,  the  Commander  of  the  fortress, 
held  out  at  his  own  expense,  harassing  the  Roman  communications,  until 
a treaty  was  finally  signed,  and  Carthage  called  him  home. 
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QXP.R.yS.,,.SWITCHES^  TO^  CENTS 


by  Andreas  0.  Pt.ts'itZ'ides , N'inosia,  Cyprus 

The  currency  of  Cyprus  is  to  be  changed  In  the  next  year,  with  the 
present  mils  system  being  replaced  by  cents. 

A Government  official  announced  the  switch  should  be  completed  by  1983 
when  the  new  coins  are  expected  to  be  put  into  circulation. 

The  main  departure  from  the  present  system  will  be  the  fact  that  the 
Cyprus  pound  will  be  divided  into  100  cents  Instead  of  1000  mils  as 
at  present. 

There  will  be  coins  of  one-half  cent,  two  cents,  five  cents,  ten  and 
fifty  cents.  "Later  we  will  have  a hi  coin  as  well",  the  government 
official  said. 

In  fact  the  new  5 mils  coin  placed  in  circulation  last  year  is  the 
same  size  and  shape  as  the  future  half-cent  coin  which  will  be  the 
smallest  unit  in  the  future  system. 

Monetary  circles  including  the  Cyprus  Numismatic  Society  are  still 
skeptical  about  the  choice  of  cents.  They  say  perhaps  a better  idea 
would  have  been  to  bring  back  the  more  familiar  name  of  groshia 
(piastres ) since  many  people  in  Cyprus  still  refer  to  the  5 mils  copper 
coin  as  grossi  or  piastre. 

The  copper  coin  will  be  gradually  phased  out.  About  5 million  of  the 
new  coins  (made  of  aluminium  alloy)  arrived  in  Cyprus  from  Canada, 
where  they  were  minted,  and  placed  into  circulation  immediately. 

The  new  coins  are  much  smaller,  lighter  and  less  expensive  than  the 
copper-made  ones. 

The  official  said:  "The  five  mils  coins  cost  15  mils  to  produce,  three 
times  their  nominal  value.  The  new  coins  will  cost  approximately  the 
same  as  the  value  shown  on  them." 

The  new  coin  is  almost  the  same  size  as  the  existing  25  mil  coin,  except 
it  is  12  sided  end  has  a plain  edge.  It  has  a diameter  of  20  mm.  and 
weighs  1.25  grams. 

The  designs  on  it  are  similar  to  those  on  the  present  copper  coin  - the 
ancient  ship  on  the  reverse  side  and  the  emblem  of  the  Cyprus  Republic 
on  the  obverse  with  the.  word  CYPRUS  in  Greek,  Turkish  and  English  and 
the  year  of  issue  (1981). 

The  existing  5-mll  coins  will  continue  to  be  legal  tender  and  remain  in 
circulation  until  further  notice. 

********************************************************************** 

ANCIENT  TRADITION  CONTINUES:  1982  marks  the  700th  year  of  the  Trial 

of  the  Pyx  in  England.  To  mark  this  important  occasion.  Queen  Eliza- 
beth II  attended. 
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Observations  on 
SIKH  Tokens 

hy  Jai  Prakash  Singh,  Banaras  Hindu  Univ. , Varanasi,  INDIA 

We  propose  to  discuss  herein  some  new  varieties  of  Sikh  tokens  along- 
with  those  published  earlier.  Seven  of  these  tokens  are  from  the  col- 
lection of  Shri  Hurmuz  Kaus  of  Hyderabad,  who  was  kind  enough  to  pro- 
vide their  impressions  to  me  for  publication.  I take  this  opportunity 
to  express  my  thanks  to  him.  The  last  token  is  in  the  possession  of 
Shri  Bhupinder  Singh  Rakhra  of  Jorhat,  Assam.  I am  equally  thankful 
to  him  for  permitting  me  to  publish  details  of  his  token  herein. 


1.  Metal:  base  metal;  size:  1.10".  Weight:  180  grains. 

Obverse : Govlnd  Singh,  sitting  *do-jami'  to  left,  but  with  head 

facing,  resting  on  a bolster  - masnad,  holding  a rod  in  left  hand 
on  which  his  favorite  bird  is  perched.  He  is  shown  wearing  a turban 
or  crown  studded  with  gems.  A halo  is  seen  around  his  head,  a 
rah  emanates  from  the  halo  above  the  left  corner  of  his  turban.  The 
Guru  is  seated  possibly  on  a rug  and  behind  him  is  tulles  parrapet. 
Legend  in  Nagari  charactersSata  Karatdra  or  "true  lord"  (from  11 
o’clock).  Date  below  Guru’s  legs  in  Nagari  numerals  1804  (VS) 

= 1746  A.D. 

Reverse:  Guru  Nanak,  nimbate  seated  cross-legged,  facing,  resting  on 

a bolster,  wearing  a cap  or  turban.  The  Guru  is  shown  seated  under  a 
tree,  flanked  by  Mardana,  holding  a Rabdb  (or  Sarangi)  on  his  right, 
and  Bala,  holding  a fly  whisk  on  his  left.  A lota  and  a pair  of 
KhadaunCll  in  front  of  the  Guru’s  leg.  No  legend. 
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2. 


Metal:  White  metal;  Size;  1.10”,  Weight:  180  grains. 

Obverse : As  above. 

Reverse:  As  above. 


3.  As.  No.  2. 

Obverse:  As  above  but  with  the  legend  Om  Sata  KccrataT>aZ22  in 

Gurmutkhi  script,  and  the  date  1804  in  Nagari-  numerals. 

Reverse : As  above.  The  Guru  is  seated  here  without  the  bolster. 

Lota  and  Khadaun  also  are  not  shown. 


4.  Details  as  No.  2 but  with  weight  190  grains. 

Obverse : As  above  but  without  legend. 

Reverse : As  above,  with  the  bolster.  Legend  in  Guvtonukht-  script. 

Om  Satara  Kartdra  below  the  leaves  of  the  tree. 


5.  Details  as  Nos.  2 and  3. 


Obverse : As  above. 

Reverse:  As  No.  2.  Without  any  legend  on  either  side. 
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6.  Details  as  No.  5. 


Obverse : As  above. 

Reverse:  As  No.  3. 


7.  Metal:  White  metal;  Size:  1.15";  Weight:  200  grains. 

Obverse : As  above  with  legend  in  Nagart-  characters  (from  1 o'clock) 

Hajur  Sdhab. 

Reverse:  As  above. 


The  last  token  found  from  Assam  is  of  the  same  type  as  No.  1 listed 
above.  Its  details  are  not  available. 

8.  Obverse : Guru  Govind  Singh  seated  as  on  No.  1,  with  the  same 
legend  and  date. 

Reverse:  As  No.  1.C3I! 


This  coin  is  yellowish  and  was  found  to  have  contained  a touch  of  gold. 
Its  condition  is  very  good.  It  was  on  the  basis  of  this  knowledge  that 
I asked  Shri  Kaus  to  examine  his  coins  and  ascertain  if  they  too  con- 
tained a trace  of  gold  or  silver.  In  his  letter  dated  16th  May  1981, 
Shri  Kaus  informed  that  coins  No.  1,  2,  5 and  7 are  gilded  with  gold. 

The  gilding  is  faint  on  Nos.  2 and  5 but  quite  good  on  Nos.  1 and  7. 

Nos.  3,  4 and  6 are  not  gilded.  All  the  coins,  however,  are  of  some 
white  metal.  This  shows  that  the  coin  known  to  us  from  Assam  is  also 
gilded  with  gold  and  is  like  Nos.  1 and  7 of  Kaus  in  this  respectC4l. 

Some  Sikh  tokens  of  the  type  are  published  by  Irwin  F.  BrotmanC53.  In 
all  he  has  published  ten  Sikh  tokens,  nine  out  of  which  contain  the 
same  depiction,  Nanak  on  obverse  and  Govind  Singh  on  reverse.  These 
nine  coins  of  Brotman  stylistically  belong  to  the  same  category  as  ours. 
Our  tokens  numbered  1,  2 and  8 compare  well  with  TG  4,  9 and  10  of  Brot- 
man. Our  token  number  4 is  similar  to  his  TG  1.  Our  no.  5 generally 
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seems  to  compare  with  his  TG  7 and  8.  TG  Nos.  5 and  10  are  crude  and 

seem  to  be  from  the  same  die.  TG  6 is  also  of  the  same  class.  TG  Nos. 

4 through  10  bear  the  legend  Sata  Karatocpa  in  Nagari  characters  and  the 
date  1804  in  Nagari  figures.  TG  Nos.  7 and  8 bear  the  legend  Sata 

Karatara  at  the  same  place,  as  in  the  previous  group,  but  are  not  dated. 

TG  No.  3 also  contains  the  same  legend  but  it  bears  the  date  400,  both 
in  Nagari  characters  and  numerals,  respectively.  TG  1 is  not  dated  but 
it  contains  Om  Sata  KcLvatava  in  Gw^tortukht  characters  on  the  obverse.  The 
reverse  of  TG  2 contains  the  Mula  Mantra  in  Gurumukhi  and  the  date 
Samvat  1955C61. 


i 


The  principal  motifs  depicted  on  our  coins  are  like  those  published  by 
Brotman,  yet  our  coins  seem  to  present  some  new  variations,  especially 
Nos.  3,  6 and  7. 


The  bird  perched  on  the  rod  held  by  the  Guru  on  Nos.  1,  2,  5,  7 and  8 
is  of  a larger  size  than  the  ones  on  Nos.  3,  4 and  6.  The  smaller  bird 
may  be  a parrotf73.  But  the  larger  bird  is  a different  one.  It  has  a 
long  tail  and  a long  neck  and  a beak  as  compared  to  the  small  bird.  The 
two  sets  of  tokens  thus  show  the  Guru  in  the  company  of  two  different 
pet  birds.  The  tokens  in  the  collection  of  Shri  Hurmuz  Kaus,  were  ob- 
tained from  Panjab  and  the  Hyderabad  State  of  Nizam,  of  pre-independence 
days.  The  Sikhs  of  Hyderabad  are  a flourishing  community  as  elsewhere 
and  can  be  grouped  in  two  sections.  Of  these,  one  section  is  of  those 
Sikhs  that  came  to  Hyderabad  before  Independence  and  the  other  that  came 
during  the  post-Independence  period.  There  are  two  Gurudwaras  also  - 
old  and  new  - in  Hyderabad. 


Since  the  Sikh  coins  are  dated  in  the  Vtkvam  Samvat,  the  date  of  the 
tokens,  1804,  is  also  likely  to  be  in  the  same  era.  Thus  (P.5,  1804-58) 
1746  A.D.  is  the  year  of  issue  of  some  of  these.  The  pieces  that  are 
without  any  date  may  or  may  not  be  later.  A coin  of  BrotmanC81  bears 
the  year  400.  There  is  no  trace  of  any  numeral  at  the  place  of  thousands. 
Hence  possibly  this  piece  is  not  dated  in  the  same  era  as  that  of  1804. 
Guru  Nanak  was  born  in  1469  A.D.  The  year  400  is  perhaps  related  to  this 
date.  If  this  is  correct  then  (1469+400=)  1869  A.D.  would  be  the  date 
of  its  issue.  This  shows  that  all  known  Sikh  tokens  were  struck  in  the 
18th  and  19th  centuries.  The  pieces  that  are  not  dated  also  roughly  be- 
long to  the  same  period. 
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That  these  pieces  are  not  coins  is  clear  from  their  depictions  and  the 
legends.  They  are  totally  different  from  the  known  regular  coins  of  the 
Sikhs.  Hence  also  they  can  be  taken  only  as  some  kind  of  tokens. 


It  was  commonly  believed  that  Ranjlt  Singh  (1799-1838/9)  started  coins 
with  Givnortiikhv  legends.  But  at  least  some  of  the  pieces  discussed  above 
are  definitely  earlier  than  Ranjit  Singh,  who  is  also  known  to  have  is- 
sued a coin  depicting  Guru  Nanak  and  his  Muslim  disciple  MardanaC9Il,  per- 
haps following  the  pattern  of  these  pieces.  These  tokens  may  have  been 
issued  by  some  individuals  at  Amritsar,  to  be  sold  to  Sikhs  and  others 
for  worship,  etc.  Their  issue  in  base  metals  shows  that  they  were  struck^ 
only  for  such  pilgrims  to  the  temple  as  may  have  required  them  for  reli-  ^ 
gious  and  devotional  purposes.  The  gilded  and  base  silver  pieces  were 
perhaps  meant  for  richer  pilgrims  and  may  have  occasionally  been  used  to 
cheat  unsuspecting  believers,  as  gold  or  silver  pieces.  As  religious 
tokens  these  are  comparable  with  the  different  types  of  Ramatankis. 
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They  however,  do  not  seem  to  contain  fictitious  dates  like  some  of  the 
Rama tankas C 1 0 1 . 

The  earliest  Sikh  coins  were  issued  in  1710  A.D.,  after  the  conquest  of 
Slrhind,  at  Logarh,  by  Banda  Bahadur.  His  coins  are  said  to  have  con- 
tained the  following  Persian  legend: 

Sikka  zad  dav  har  do  a’ lam 

tegh-i-Nanak  Wahih  ast 
Guru  Gobind  Singh  Shahi-Shahan 
Bazl-saka  Sahib  ast 

It  is  rendered  to  mean  "coin  current  in  both  the  worlds;  the  sword  of 
Nanak  is  the  provider;  and  Guru  Govlnd  Singh,  the  king  of  kings,  is  by 
grace  the  true  iord"Clll.  It  is  possible  that  the  legend  of  these  coins 
perhaps  inspired  these  tokens.  Consequently  the  figures  of  both  the  1st 
and  tenth  Gurus  were  displayed.  The  tenth  Guru,  Govind  Singh  (1666-1708), 
however,  was  portrayed  as  a divine  rulerI123  - meaning  thereby  that  the 
community  regarded  him  both  as  their  spiritual  and  temporal  ruler.  The 
legends  Sata  Karatara  and  Hajur  Sdhab  accompanying  the  10th  Guru  on  these 
tokens  prove  the  same.  It  is,  however,  worthy  of  note  that  cm  Satava 
Karatdraj  found  on  token  no.  A,  on  the  reverse,  suggests  its  use  here 
for  Guru  Nanak  (1A69-1539).  But  these  expressions  are  used  in  the  Sikh 
scriptures  for  the  God,  Almighty.  The  word  Qrt  previxed  to  this  expres- 
sion Sata  Karatara  is  perhaps  an  abbreviation  of  Onkav  that  signifies 
the  Nipoguna  Reality,  according  to  the  Sikh  religio-phllosophical  belief. 


FOOTNOTES : 

111  Wooden  sandals  worn  in  India  even  today. 

Z21  There  is  some  mistake  in  the  Karatdra  part  of  the  legend.  The 
Gurumukht  letters  are  ra  ka  ta  which  should  have  been  kavata. 

The  last  letter  is  Ndgart,  Ja  instead  of  Gurnmukht^  ra.  This 
part  of  the  legend  shows  that  the  die-cutter  was  inexperienced 
and  perhaps  his  knowledge  of  Gurimukhi  imperfect. 

C3I  The  impression  of  Token  No.  8 is  not  illustrated. 

CAl  Some  coins  published  by  Brotman  (A  Guide  to  the  Temple  Tokens  of 

India,  Los  Angeles,  Calif.  1970,  pp.  14A  ff.)  are  of  Silver  (TG  1-2) , 
base  silver  (TG  3-5),  billon  (TG  6-7)  and  brass  (TG  8-10). 

C53  I am  thankful  to  Mr.  D.M.  Metcalf  of  the  Ashmolean  Museum  for 
having  referred  me  to  Brotman *s  A Guide  to  the  Temple  Tokens 
of  India.  I am  very  grateful  to  Irwin  F,  Brotman  for  sending 
a copy  of  the  book  to  me  through  my  sister-in-law,  Mrs.  Prabha 
Singh.  I must  also  thank  her  for  all  the  trouble  she  took  in 
this  regard. 

163  Brotman,  A Guide  to  the  Temple  Tokens  of  India,  pp.  144  ff. 

C73  The  larger  bird  is  depicted  on  TG  Nos.  3-10  and  the  smaller  one 
only  on  TG  No.  1 of  Brotman,  Irwin  F. , A Guide  to  the  Temple 
Tokens  of  India,  pp.  144  ff. 

C83  ibid.,  pp.  146-7. 

C93  C.J.  Brown  {The  coins  of  India,  Bombay,  1922,  p.l07)  states  that 
a "curious  rupee  of  Labor  of  Samvat  1885  displays  the  figures  of 
Guru  Nanak  and  his  Muhammadan  follower,  Mardana".  The  coin  re- 
ferred to  by  Brown  figures  in  the  Journal  of  the  Asiatic  Society 

363 


of  Bengal^  Vol.  50,  Pt.  I,  PL.  VI,  23.  — Dr.  Madatijit  Kaur 
in  her  forthcoming  monograph  entitled  M Study  of  Sikh  Nimis- 
matics  with  Special  Reference  to  the  Coins  of  Maharaja  Ran  jit 
Singh  and  his  Successors'  has  also  discussed  the  coin.  Her 
book  is  being  published  by  GNDU,  Amritsar.  I am  very  thankful 
to  her  for  these  references. 

ClOi  All  the  Ramat;ankas  do  not  contain  fictitious  dates.  Some  of  them 
also  contain  the  year  of  their  manufacture  as  1700  and  1740.  For 
these  as  well  as  the  fictitious  dates  on  Ramatankis,  see  the  coins 
illustrated  by  Irwin  F.  Brotman  {A  Guide  to  the  Temple  Tokens  of 
India,  pp.  42  ff.). 

fill  P.L.  Gupta,  Coins,  (New  Delhi,  1969),  pp.  135-6. 

[1123  It  was  perhaps  due  to  this  belief  mat  Govind  Singh  is  always 
dressed  as  a king  and  provided  with  a halo  around  his  head. 

(Editor's  Note:  The  author  of  this  article.  Dr.  Jai  Prakash  Singh, 
places  the  side  with  Govind  Singh  as  the  obverse  and  Guru  Nanak  as 
the  reverse;  while  author  Brotman  in  his  book  places  the  sidles  in 
reverse  order.  This  accounts  for  the  reversal  of  names  in  this  work 
of  Dr.  Singh  on  page  359.) 

********************************************************^*^^*^^^^^^^ 


FROM  THE  MAILBOX 


Appreciative  of  Ethiopia  Salt  Money  article 

Wilhelm  Egl seer's  article  in  the  October  BULLETIN  on  the  salt  money 
of  Ethiopia  brought  back  some  pleasant  memories.  I had  heard  about 
the  Amolis  before  I went  to  Asmara  in  1973  and  was  determined  that  if 
it  was  at  all  possible,  I would  get  one  for  my  collection.  It  was 
not  an  easy  task.  Despite  the  fact  that  salt  is  still  dug  out  of  the 
Danakil  and  transported  into  the  highlands  in  much  the  same  way  as  it 
has  been  done  for  centuries,  it  now  is  mostly  ground  up  for  use  as 
salt  and  not  as  money.  I found  no  blocks  for  sale  in  any  of  the  As- 
mara market  places  and  due  to  the  unsettled  political  conditions  at 
the  time  I could  not  extend  my  search  off  the  plateau.  During  this 
same  period  I was  buying  Maria  Theresia  thalers  from  a young  Ethiop- 
ian who  came  to  my  house  each  Friday  afternoon.  To  him  I expressed 
my  wish  for  a salt  block  and  sat  back  to  wait,  hoping  that  he  could 
find  one  before  I had  to  leave.  To  my  delight  he  came  pedalling  in 
one  afternoon  about  a month  before  we  left  with  a 2 x 7 x 10  inch 
block  wrapped  in  an  old  newspaper.  I would  have  loved  to  have  been 
able  to  follow  its  route  exactly  but  this  I do  know.  It  has  travel- 
led by  camel,  truck,  bus,  bicycle  and  foot,  and  since  by  plane,  boat 
and  car  so  it  can  at  least  hold  its  head  up  among  the  existing  salt 
blocks  of  the  world.  It  is  still  the  favorite  of  my  collection  and 
an  excellent  conservational  piece. 

Granvyl  G.  Hulse,  Jr. 

Colebrook,  New  Hampshire 
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THE  THRILL  OF  A DAILY  DISCOVERY  AT  LOW  EXPENDITURE 


by  Jacques  Stoquartj  Jambes^  Belgium,  NI  §1657 

Tracing  out  an  unpublished  coin  might  appear  either  as  a matter  re- 
served to  most  advanced  collectors  having  at  their  disposal  large  and 
expensive  sets  of  ancient  or  medieval  coins,  or  as  the  result  of  a 
once-in-a-lif etime  piece  of  luck. 

This  is  all  but  true.  Such  discoveries  a'ce  an  almost  daily  event  for 
many  average  numismatists  and  collectors  who  do  not  however  spend  lots 
of  money  for  acquiring  ignored  items . 

Perhaps  the  reader  thinks  of  such  specialties  as  the  early  native 
Indian  states  numismatics  where  new  varieties  and  even  new  types  are 
brought  to  light  every  week,  and  probably  worry  about  the  fact  that 
this  area  of  numismatics  is  more  or  less  esoteric  and  accessible  only 
to  specialized  collectors  able  to  read  and  understand  fairly  unusual 
languages  written  with  odd  characters. 

No,  this  is  not  what  I thought.  Let  us  just  remind  ourselves  that 
numismatics  involves  the  study  of  all  metallic  signs  of  payment  and 
not  only  the  ones  issued  by  official  governments.  These  are  mostly 
known  by  dates,  mints,  varieties  and  even  die  varieties  and  listed  in 
lots  of  more  or  less  explanatory  reference  books. 

But  it  is  by  far  not  the  same  for  what  concerns  the  coins  and  tokens 
usually  referred  to  as  "emergency"  coins.  Up  to  now  these  pieces  en- 
joyed a rather  moderate  favor  among  the  collectors.  Why?  Probably 
for  a lot  of  reasons,  the  first  of  which  being  undoubtedly  a certain 
lack  of  works  dealing  with  the  matter.  Also,  because  those  coins  do 
not  enjoy  as  sophisticated  design  as  do  the  offical  states  coins  and 
that  they  are  made  in  base  metals  (aluminum,  copper,  brass,  iron, 
zinc  and  almost  never  in  silver,  except  for  some  hard-to-find  trials). 

All  this  does  not  prevent  the  emergency  coins  to  have 

- their  own  beauty,  witnessing  sometimes  more  invention  from  the 
engraver  than  the  one  shown  by  many  modern  coins  intended  for 
circulation , 

- their  considerable  historical  content,  through  the  buildings  or 
edifices  that  have  sometimes  dissappeared  by  today,  offering  to 
our  remembrance,  as  through  the  local  social  or  economical  feat- 
ures upon  which  the  draw  our  attention, 

- their  rarity  (many  of  them  were  minted  in  low  quantities)  which 
has  not,  up  to  now,  decreased  their  availability  as  but  a very 
few  numismatists  are  interested  in  acquiring  them. 

Now,  it  must  be  emphasized  that  this  numismatic  area  is  fairly  ex- 
tended, as  far  as  the  number  of  coins  or  token  types  is  concerned. 

For  instance,  there  are  about  3000  emergency  coins  that  were  issued 
in  France  between  the  years  1914  and  1930,  probably  double  that  many 
in  Germany,  without  taking  into  account  the  die  varieties. 

As  a result  of  this,  most  of  the  few  collectors  of  these  items  tend 
to  specialize.  Specialization  claims  classification  - this  article 
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is  devoted  to  an  approach  to  the  classification  problem. 

First  of  all,  it  should  be  pointed  out  that  the  name  "emergency"  is 
perhaps  not  the  most  appropriate  one  for  the  matter  being  dealt  with 
in  this  article. 

Emergencies  that  create  a shortage  of  currency  requires  that  special 
regulations  must  be  enforced,  at  least  locally.  Under  such  circum- 
stances, it  would  be  expected  that  those  regulations  would  be  imposed 
by  civil  authorities,  states  and  cities.  The  rarity  of  small  change 
should  be  ascertained  by  an  official  act:  it  has  indeed  been  the 

case  in  many  instances  in  France  and  Germany,  and  to  a lesser  extent 
in  Belgium. 

Also,  private  firms,  societies  and  organizations,  fearing  alike  the 
rarity  of  small  change,  issued  tokens  having  a given  nominal  value,  re- 
deemable or  not,  exchangeable  in  one  or  in  several  places.  It  most 
likely  cost  the  society  10  to  20%  of  value,  but  having  its  own  "ersatz" 
money  was  an  easy  and  efficient  way  of  keeping  its  practice  and  gaining 
some  publicity. 

So,  I shall  ignore  the  character  of  true  emergency  in  my  classification 
and  widen  the  definition  to  all  kinds  of  trade  tokens,  i.e.  tokens  that 
could  be,  at  least  locally  and  temporarily,  exchanged  against  money  or 
any  merchandise  or  service. 

My  purpose  is  to  suggest  different  classes  and  subclasses  of  trade 
tokens,  each  of  them  representing  one  possible  thematic  in  which  a 
collector  may  specialize,  and  any  combination  of  two  or  more  crlter- 
ions  leading  of  course  to  a still  sharper  and  restricted  collector's 
field. 


A.  Area  of  issue: 

1.  Countries:  France,  French  Colonies,  Great  Britian,  Germany, 

etc. 

2.  Parts  of  a country  (provinces,  districts,  counties):  Lan- 

cashire, Seine,  etc. 

3.  Regions  having  changed  status  due  to  war  events:  Alsace  and 

Lorraine  now  belonging  to  France,  but  having  had  emergency 
coins  in  pfennig  demoninations , etc. 

4.  Cities. 

B.  Nominal  Value: 

1.  Value  denominated  in  official  currency  units:  Francs,  Cen- 

times, Marks,  Pfennigs,  Pennies,  etc.  — and  redeemable  as 
such  by  the  Issuer. 

2.  Value  denominated  in  official  currency  units  but  only  ex- 
changeable against  an  equal  value  of  merchandise,  and  not 
against  money. 

3.  Value  denominated  in  merchandise:  1/2  kilo  bread,  1 liter 

milk,  1 kilo  coal,  1 pound  flour,  1/2  pound  meat,  1 breakfast, 
1 meal,  etc. 

4.  Value  denominated  in  several  kinds  of  services:  good  for  1 
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passage,  1 trip,  1 dance,  1 place  at  the  theater,  etc. 

C.  Status  of  the  issuer: 

1.  Civil  authorities:  cities,  provinces,  etc. 

2.  Chambers  of  Commerce  and  Industry,  Merchants  Associations, 
etc . 

3.  Professional  unions:  bakers,  inn-holders,  etc. 

4.  Commercial,  distribution,  consumers  or  professional  cooper- 
atives, etc. 

5.  One  or  several  private  commercial  or  industrial  enterprises. 

6.  Military  clubs  or  cooperatives:  officers,  non-commissioned 

officers . 

7.  Prisons,  jails,  camps  and  depots  of  war  prisoners. 

8.  Schools,  hospitals,  etc. 

9.  Philanthrophic  and  charity  associations:  Fourneaux  econom- 

iques , La  Ruche,  etc. 

10.  Religious  institutions:  teaching,  brothers,  catholic  unions, 

etc. 

11.  Political,  social  or  cultural  organizations:  Maison  du 

Peuple,  etc. 

12.  Private  clubs:  Jeune  France,  Freemasonry  club-houses,  etc. 

13.  Transportation  societies. 

D.  Design  of  the  tokens: 

1.  Portraits  and  allegories. 

2.  Coats  of  anns . 

3.  Animals,  plants,  flowers. 

4.  Ships,  cars,  busses,  trains,  etc. 

5.  Scenes,  buildings,  edifices,  etc. 

6.  Tools  and  profession  attributes. 

7.  Countermarks:  change  of  the  nominal  value,  cancellation, 

re-use  by  another  society,  etc. 

E.  Shapes: 

1.  Geometrical  shapes:  round  (with  or  without  notches),  tri- 

angular, square,  rectangular,  hexagonal,  etc. 

2.  Odd  shapes:  cross,  barrel,  shield,  figure,  key,  fish,  etc. 

3.  Structure:  pierced  (holes  variously  shaped),  grooved,  etc. 

F.  Material: 

1.  Metal:  aluminum,  zinc,  iron,  copper,  brass,  silver  (mainly 

for  essais)  . 

2.  Cardboard,  plastic,  wood,  porcelain,  glass. 
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This  list  of  topics  is  undoubtedly  incomplete.  Many  other  possibilit- 
ies certainly  exist;  furthermore,  classes  and  subclasses  can  be  com- 
bined to  meet  about  all  preferences .. .and  all  means! 

Whatever  the  selected  collector's  scope  is,  broad  or  narrow,  there  are 
still  many  things  to  be  discovered  and  explained.  I think  it  is  fair- 
ly urgent  to  work  on  this  subject:  within  20  years  it  might  be  too 

late. 

Two  facts  will  Illustrate  exactly  what  I mean:  today  there  is  no  book, 

catalogue  or  article  dealing  with,  or  listing,  Belgian  private  tokens 
(France,  Germany,  Great  Britain  are  much  more  favored  in  this  point  of 
view) . I could  collect  about  150  Belgian  tokens  and  I would  suspect 
that  at  least  two  or  three  times  that  many  exist.  Approximately  30% 
of  these  tokens  create  problems  of  attribution,  either  because  the 
name  of  the  city  does  not  appear  on  the  token;  the  society,  often  dis- 
appeared, is  difficult  to  locate  accurately;  or  because  the  name  of 
the  society  is  indicated  only  by  its  initials  that  are  exceedingly 
difficult  to  "translate".  It  is  still  possible  now  to  meet  people 
that  have  knowledge  of  these  societies,  having  sometimes  used  the 
tokens.  Within  twenty  years,  however,  these  people  will  unfortunately 
have  disappeared  and  there  is  no  doubt  that  some  of  the  tokens  will 
forever  remain  unattributed.  If  you  do  not  believe  it,  just  try  to 
identify  most  of  the  "consumption"  tokens  that  just  bear  a symbol,  the 
value  accompanied  by  the  legend  "A  consommer"  and  nothing  else  — no 
name,  no  locality  and  no  date.  Who  can  help  then  if  the  manufacturer's 
commercial  records  have  been  destroyed,  burned,  lost  and  if  the  con- 
sumers and  the  proprietors  themselves  are  deceased?  However,  those 
tokens  were  accepted  signs  of  payment  for  some  small  transactions 
(and  as  such  truly  belong  to  numismatics)  and,  last  but  not  least, 
constitute  a very  attractive  series. 

Inexpensive  items  of  undervalued  rarity,  missappraised,  ignored,  and 
therefore,  open  to  further  research,  and  in  some  cases  to  pioneer 
work,  showing  the  biggest  variety  of  status,  shapes,  sizes,  designs, 
really  deserve  a better  fortune  than  the  usual  "throw  them  in  the 
jvink  box". 

The  purpose  of  this  article  is  nothing  else  but  trying  to  draw  to  the 
attention  of  the  reader  what  really  may  be  considered  as  a broad,  com- 
paritlvely  little  explored  peculiar  numismatic  field.  May  it  be  an 
incentive  for  collectors  to  not  disregard  these  kind  of  tokens  just  be- 
cause they  do  not  tell  their  "who,  when,  where?"  at  a first  glance. 

May  I also  add  that  the  study  of  these  so-called  emergency  tokens  is 
an  open  gate  to  the  study  of  the  older  "mereoux",  or  lead  and  tin 
tokens  issued  by  parishes  or  abbeys  in  the  past  centuries,  for  charity, 
payment  of  canons  or  chorists,  or  still  other  purposes. 

A short  bibliography  ends  this  article  and  is  intended  to  help  anyone 
interested  in  selecting  one  or  another  reference  book. 

The  author  endeavors  to  gather  all  kinds  of  emergency  tokens  issued 
in  Belgium,  Luxembourg,  France,  French  colonies  and  Monaco.  He  shall 
willingly  answer  any  request  for  information  or  identification  and  is 
ready  to  exchange  or  buy  tokens  from  the  above  mentioned  countries 
that  he  lacks  in  his  collection.  Particularly,  he  is  eagerly  looking 
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for  tokens  from  Belgium  and  Luxembourg  and  could  use,  for  study  pur- 
poses, any  readable  rubbing  (together  with  information  on  the  metal) 
of  such  tokens. 
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********************************************************************** 

DO  YOU  KNOW  SERIES.  Mexican  Paper  Money 

by  Ed  Schlieker.  All  Rights  Reserved 

How  many  of  you  have  made  a study  or  collected  the  National  Emblem  of 
Mexico,  the  Eagle  and  the  Serpent?  Do  you  know  that  every  conceivable 
form  and  style  appear  on  Mexican  currency  from  the  first  issue?  Some 
are  not  always  in  conformity,  such  as  the  eagle  facing  left  instead  of 
right.  They  may  be  "unique"  such  as  on  the  coins,  but  future  study 
will  reveal  this.  An  unconventional  emblem  is  shown  on  the  reverse 
of  EL  BANCO  NACIONAL  DE  MEXICO  1 Peso,  circa  1910,  whereas  the  eagle 
is  crouched  with  spread  wings  and  facing  left.  The  serpent  is  not  in 
the  eagle’s  beak  (as  typical),  but  is  clutched  coiled  in  the  eagle’s 
claws.  A most  beautiful  specimen  of  the  national  emblem  appears  in  a 
2-1/4"  circle  on  the  EL  BANCO  DE  LONDRES  Y MEXICO,  circa  1900,  in  de- 
nominations of  1,  2,  5,  10,  20,  50  and  100  Peso  notes.  The  50  and  100 
Pesos  are  probably  more  prominent  as  the  background  is  red  and  the 
eagle  is  etched  in  black,  a beautiful  contrast.  It  appears  that  every 
feather  facet  on  the  eagle  is  distinct,  a very  fine  detailed  etching 
and  a splendid  conversation  piece.  Of  all  the  emblems,  I believe 
these  are  the  most  outstanding. 

********************************************************************** 

CHAKRI : The  current  dynasty  in  Thailand  is  called  CHAKRI,  and  has  a 

continuous  line  of  rulers  since  1782. 
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Nurembergian 
City>View  Talers 

by  Tyge  S^ndevgaard , Naestved,  Denmark^  NI  #1944 


As  connoisseurs  of  coins  know  and  as  others  can  imagine  one  can  choose 
among  countless  collecting-fields  all  depending  on  the  pecuniary  possi- 
bilities one  has  to  acquire  something  new  now  and  then. 

A very  fascinating  collecting-field  is  coins  with  views  of  cities,  and 
a beautiful  and  interesting  collection  can  be  made,  if  one  concentrates 
on  these  coins  with  the  attractive  city  views,  which  chiefly  occur  on 
German  Talers  from  the  17th  and  18th  centuries. 

There  are  coins  of  this  category  from  about  85  cities  and  number  around 
500  coins. 


Very  many  can  be  found  from  the  three  old  Imperial  cities  of  AUGSBURG, 
NUREMBERG  and  REGENSBURG. 

If  one,  by  means  of  fantasy,  goes  some  centuries  back  in  time,  and  ima-  i 
gines  himself  as  the  wanderer,  who  after  years  of  longing  and  after  may- ^ 
be  weeks  of  wandering  finally  stands  on  top  of  the  last  hill  before  the 
city  and  sees  the  object  of  his  dream  lies  spread,  castles  and  palaces 
with  weathercocks  on  spires  and  merlons,  churches  and  towers  with  clocks, 
houses  with  corbiestep  gables  and  fortress  walls  with  moats,  streets  with 
human  beings  and  animals,  the  river  with  many  kinds  of  ships  and  their 
berths,  stream  mills  — the  city  where  all  kinds  of  craftsmen  compete  in 
making  the  nicest  things,  where  the  domestic  as  well  as  the  foreign  trade 
is  lead  from  the  big  commercial  houses,  and  where  all  kind  of  people 
crowd  between  the  booths  in  the  marketplaces  — thus  one  perceives  how 
the  city  in  the  conception  of  an  ordinary  man  at  that  time  took  up  an 
immense  place  as  a symbol  of  all  splendid,  exciting,  strange  and  attrac- 
tive ! ! 


In  Anno  Domini  1518  FRANCISCUS  IRENICUS,  the  Principal  of  the  St.  Catha- 
rena  School  in  HEIDELBERG,  in  his  Exegesi  Germanie  wrote  about  the  Im- 
perial city  of  Nuremberg  as  follows: 


"If  you  should  like  to  know  what  can  be  done  by  hand  of  man,  and 
which  skill  can  be  given  to  man  from  the  nature,  then  come  here. 

The  houses  shall  be  open  for  you  not  alone  at  the  market  place  but 
also  in  the  narrow  streets  and  squares;  these  houses  presumably  are 
the  most  beautiful  in  the  whole  of  Germany,  and  that  even  more  in- 


side than  outside. 


Also  the  divine  service  at  so  many  churches  with  their  large  number 
of  priesters  isn’t  in  a bad  way. 
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The  so-called  Haller  meadow,  which  is  so  attractive,  is  provided  with 
so  many  llmetrees  and  wells,  that  it  looks  like  a heavenly  place. 

Here  nature  has  made  a wide  and  long  plain  so  full  of  nice  grass, 
moistened  from  a graceful  river. 

You  will  find  many  fountains,  from  which  large  quantities  of  clear 
water  by  nice  echoing  sound  are  caught  in  hollow  stones. 

Furthermore  here  is  also  found  such  a great  number  of  merchants  and 
tradespeople,  who  know  INDIA  and  the  extreme  THULE,  and  who  are 
so  estimated  by  many  housekeepings,  that  one  by  describing  an  in- 
telligent and  rich  man  is  saying:  He  must  belong  to  a NUREMBER- 

GIAN  merchant  family.” 

When  a coin  collector  of  today  is  captured  by  the  picturesque  in  an  old 
city  prospectus,  he  of  course  can't  be  satisfied  from  the  coins  alone; 
he  looks  for  contemporary  illustrations,  as  a copper  or  woodcut  which  has 
often  served  the  die-cutter  as  a model. 

He  looks  in  books  for  coin  history  as  well  as  for  city  history  and  seeks 
to  learn  as  much  as  possible  about  the  people  living  at  that  time,  their 
conditions  and  productions;  this  must  all  together  be  looked  upon  per- 
spectively  in  a way,  that  one,  for  his  own  inward  use  and  for  external 
use  to  make  other  people  happy,  and  gets  a romantic  as  well  as  a true 
picture  of  the  scene. 

And  the  value  of  this? 

As  is  known;  The  human  being  doesn't  live  by  bread  alone. 

The  following  of  course  isn't  a complete  city-  or  coin  history;  it  is  only 
a taste,  which  might  sharpen  someones  appetite,  and  now,  before  we  look 
at  Individual  coins , we  shall  discuss  something  about  the  times  past  in 
Nuremberg. 


In  a document  Issued  on  July  16th  AD  1050,  and  signed  by  the  Emperor 
Heinrich  III, Nuremberg  for  the  first  time  is  mentioned,  and  in  the  year 
1062  we  for  the  first  time  hear  about  an  Imperial  mint  in  Nuremberg. 

On  November  8th  1219,  Friedrich  II  in  the  imperial  court-camp  signed  the 
illustrious  "Great  Letter  of  Liberty",  according  to  which  Nuremberg  had 
its  full  rights  as  an  imperial  city,  and  the  contents  of  which  formed  the 
basis  of  the  rapid  ascent  of  the  city  into  political  influence  and  com- 
mercial prosperity. 

According  to  the  "Great  Letter  of  Liberty"  the  Nurembergian  businessmen 
were  allowed  to  use  their  own  coinage  for  their  purchases  in  the  fairs 
in  DONAUWORT  and  NORDLINGEN:  the  Royal  mintmaster  of  the  Imperial  City 
also  had  the  right  to  come  to  these  places  to  strike  Nuremberg  coins. 

The  city  joined  the  "Rheinish  City-Union" , founded  in  1254,  in  which  these 
cities  made  trade  agreements  with  each  other. 

In  the  year  1355  an  important  Diet  was  held  in  Nuremberg,  during  which 
the  first  23  chapters  of  the  Eei^chs constitution  formed  by  KARL  IV  was 
layed  down.  These  consultations  took  place  in  the  house  Zim  Gotdenen 
SohiZd  (The  Golden  Shield),  Schildgasse  23,  and  the  law  is  named  after 
the  appendaged  golden  seal:  Die  GoZdene  BuVle  (The  Golden  Bull). 
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On  January  23rd  1356,  the  23  chapters  were  ceremoniously  proclaimed  to 
the  public  by  KARL  IV  himself. 

Since  1424  the  treasures  and  sacred  things  of  "The  Holy  Roman  Empire  of 
the  German  Nation"  were  kept  In  Nuremberg,  and  every  year  In  connection 
with  their  public  presentation,  a holy  mass  was  held;  the  still-arranged 
Easter  mass  originates  from  that  time. 

The  first  presentation  Is  recorded  in  TUCHER’S  MEMORIAL  (Tucher  was  a 
famous  citizen  of  Nuremberg),  as  follows: 

"On  the  17th  of  April,  the  Monday  of  the  Palm-week,  the  sacred 
things  were  presented  to  the  council,  and  on  that  occasion 
Tucher  also  saw  it;  The  Holy  Lance  and  the  Nail  In  It;  a chip 
from  the  Cross  and  the  Crib  respectively;  the  Arm  of  the  St. 

Anna;  a link  from  the  Chains  of  St.  Peter,  St.  John  and  St.  Paul, 
respectively;  a piece  of  St.  John's  gown  (was  white);  the 
Sceptre  of  Charles  (Charlemagne);  an  "apple"  (the  Orb!),  a 
button  from  the  hostage,  St.  John's  son(?),  and  a big  cross" 

Also  in  the  same  year,  1424,  the  City  of  NUREMBERG,  under  Mintmaster 
BARTHOLOK®;US  starts  to  mint  the  City's  own  coins  (and  so  it  isn't  only 
a Royal  mint  city  any  longer)  - however  - gold  coins  weren't  minted  be- 
fore 1429. 

In  the  year  1470  the  first  book  indicating  place  and  year  was  published 
in  Nuremberg,  under  the  title  FTancisei.  de  Batza  Comestorivm  Vitiorum, 
from  the  press  of  JOHANN  SENSENSCHMIED  and  HEINRICH  KESER. 

With  the  second  Reich  coin  decree  issued  in  AUGSBURG  in  1559,  the  mint 
in  Nuremberg  has  an  established  system,  which  served  the  city  for  two 
centuries . 

During  the  second  Margravian  War,  the  Margrave  Alkblades,  with  whom 
Nuremberg  fought,  burned  down  in  the  surrounding  area;  2 small  towns, 
and  170  villages,  and  many  monasteries,  castles,  manor  houses,  churches, 
mills,  metalworks  and  single  houses.  To  all  this  also  must  be  added 
the  great  losses  caused  by  robbery,  plundering  and  contribution. 

With  the  outbreak  of  the  Thirty  Years'  War  in  1618  follows  the  KIPPER 
and  WIPPER  time  in  which  unscrupulous  speculators  took  advantage  of  the 
situation  for  their  own  benefit,  as  they  for  their  poor  coinage  bought 
up  the  good  one — and  withdrew  this  from  circulation. 

On  the  23rd  of  October  1631,  Nuremberg  made  an  alliance  with  the  Swedes 
and  with  the  separate  peace  with  Prague,  on  June  15th  1635,  Nuremberg  was 
out  of  the  war;  however  the  surrounding  lands  of  the  city  were  not  spared 
damage  until  the  war  was  finally  over  in  1648. 

Unhealable  were  the  wounds  in  Nuremberg's  wealth  caused  by  the  two  wars, 
the  Margravian  and  the  Thirty  Years'  War,  and  the  proud  and  powerful  Im- 
perial City  more  and  more  lost  it  position  as  an  independent  political 
factor,  which  it  enjoyed  for  centuries,  and  enters  a shadow  of  fall, 
which  only  seldom  is  reflected  from  the  light  of  a great  past. 

In  the  following  200  years  Nuremberg  fell  into  a "Sleeping  Beauty"  sleep, 
as  did  also  many  other  German  cities,  yet  the  time  from  1628  til  1794 
brings  us  the  many  beautiful  Talers  showing  us  the  "face"  of  Nuremberg. 

August  1806  the  "Holy  Roman  Empire  of  the  German  Nation"  comes  to  an  end, 
as  well  as  Nuremberg's  dignity  as  an  Imperial  City  on  the  15th  of  Sep- 
tember, 1806.  The  City  is  incorporated  in  BAVARIA,  but  — quite  curious 
— Nuremberg's  mint  keeps  up  its  activity  on  behalf  of  the  city  til 
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February  11th  1807,  and  the  Kreuzer  from  1807  also  "wears''^  as  a true 
"Swan  song",  the  cityvlew  of  Nuremberg. 

Now  we  shall  look  upon  the  single  Talers  and  try  to  identify  what  we 
see : 

As  mentioned  before  a copper  of  a cityview  often  served  the  die-cutter 
(or  medallist)  as  a model  for  his  work,  and  although  the  very  reduced 
picture  on  the  coin  can  be  modified  somewhat  or  contracted  in  order  to 
keep  the  most  important  things  of  the  model,  it  is  however  possible  to 
recognize  the  greatest  part  of  the  edifices  and  to  enjoy  this. 

The  following  row  of  Nuremberg’s  characteristic  edifices  can  be  found 
upon  the  coins  from  1629  til  1780  and  analyzed: 

II  FRAUENKIRCHE,  erected  in  1352-61.  Here  are  to  be  found  the  so-called 
Tucher  Altar  from  about  1440  and  two  epitaphs  from  Adam  Kraft,  made 
in  the  time  1498-1500. 

21  FRAUENTOR,  through  rebuilding  in  1556-64,  arose  its  present  appear- 
ance of  four  mighty  round  towers  (Frauentor,  Laufertor,  Neutor, 
Spittlertor) ; NEUTOR,  built  in  1564,  was  the  last  built. 

31  FtlNFECKIGER  TURK,  in  the  Middle  Ages  called  "Alt  Nurenberg",  can 
not  be  dated  exactly;  according  to  tradition  it  is  a Roman  watch 
tower. 

41  HEIDENTURM,  also  called  MARGARET ENTURM , contains  in  both  its  stocks, 
apses  of  the  double-chapel  belonging  to  the  Imperial  Castle.  Built 
in  the  Romanesque  style. 

51  KAISERSTALLUNG , a granary  built  in  1494-95  and  built  together  with 
LUGINSLAND  and  ALT  NtJRNBERG 

61  LAUFERSCHLAGTURM,  originates  from  the  13th  century,  but  was  rebuilt 
in  1508  and  1561. 

71  LAUFERTOR  (see  Point  2) 

81  LUGINSLAND,  a quadratic  ashlar-tower  with  four  small  corner  towers, 
built  in  1377. 

91  NASSAUER  HAUS,  a tower  house  with  fortifications  (13th-15th  cen- 
turies) 

101  NEUTOR  (see  Point  2) 

III  SPITTLERTOR  (see  Point  2) 

121  SPITALKIRCHE, built  in  the  years  1331  to  1341,  here  the  Regalia  and 
the  Sacred  Things  were  kept  til  the  end  of  the  18th  century. 

131  ST.  JAKOBSKIRCHE,  Gothic,  built  in  the  14th  & 15th  centuries. 

141  ST.  LORENZKIRCHE , the  biggest  Gothic  church  of  Nuremberg,  the 

building  of  which  began  about  1260,  is  adorned  with  works  of  art 
from  ADAM  KRAFT  and  VEIT  STOSS  and  further  provided  with  famous 
stained  glass. 

151  STc  SEBALDUSKIRCHE,  from  the  13th  century  with  the  famous  sepul- 
chral monument  for  the  HOLY  SEBALDUS;  this  monument  was  in  1508- 
1519  gilt  in  brass  by  PETER  VISHER  and  his  sons. 

l6l  TIERGARTNERTORTURM,  erected  at  the  same  time  as  the  LAUFERSCH- 
LAGTURM (see  Point  6) , and  from  its  name  could  be  drawn  that  con- 
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conclusion  that  the  Burgravian  Deer  park  was  here  in  the  neighbor- 
hood. 

171  VESTNERTURM,  also  called  SINWELLTURM,  the  characteristic  upper 
part  was  built  on  in  1561. 

181  WALLTURM  at  "MARIENTORGRABEN” . 

191  WASSERTURM,  built  1320-25 

201  WEHRGANG  at  "DER  BRtJCKE" ; such  defense  paths  connect  the  quadratic 
defense  wall  towers,  which  are  found  at  every  120  to  150  feet,  and 
they  differ  in  height  and  shape;  all  in  all  the  Nurembergian  town 
wall  is  considered  not  only  to  be  the  best  preserved  old  German 
town  fortification,  but  also  being  one  of  the  most  valuable  artis- 
tically. 

211  WEISSER  TURM,  is  Romanesque  and  supplied  with  merlons,  a remnant 
from  the  former  town  hall. 


On  some  of  the  coins  the  year  is  found  as  a CHRONOGRAM,  i.e.  that  some 
single  letters  in  a Latin  inscription  were  written  as  Capitals,  and, 
being  added  together,  show  the  Roman  numerals  indicating  the  year  of 
issue. 


In  the  Taler  collection,  being  the  basis  of  this  article,  are  found  16 
pieces  out  of  a total  coining  of  27  pieces  of  Nuremberg  Talers  with 
City  Views  (ducats  of  various  denominations  were  often  struck  with  the 
same  coin  stamps/dies  as  used  for  the  Silver  coins. 

Many  other  coins,  such  as  multiple-,  double  and  half  Talers  and  the 
Kreuzers,  also  wear  a city  view,  but  as  already  mentioned:  16  city  view 
Talers  have  served  as  working  material. 

As  it,  however,  isn^t  possible,  for  space  reasons,  to  bring  a summary 
of  all  16,  four  examples  will  show  you  how  this  has  been  done;  numis- 
matists will  notice  that  it  is  here  a matter  of  an  outer  description 
of  the  city  view  side  of  the  Talers,  and  that  the  coin  history  back- 
ground has  hardly  been  touched  on  in  this  review. 

£11 

MOneta  RETPUBlicae  NORIBERGensis 
(Money  of  the  Republic  of  Nuremberg) 
The  three  Nurembergian  coats  of  arms : 

1)  A black  eagle  in  a golden 
field 

2)  A golden  virgin  eagle  in  a 
green,  sometimes  blue,  field. 


3)  A longitudinally  divided 
escutcheon,  a black  eagle  (half) 
in  a golden  field;  the  other  half 
wears  six  oblique  stripes  in  red 
and  silver. 
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Next  we  come  to  the  inscription  (and  Chronogram  date)  on  the  1633  Taler. 

paX  oDsIt  heLLVM  fVglat  pestIsqVe  seVeva  (MDLLXWWIII) 

"May  there  be  peace  and  may  war  and  dreadful  plague  flee" 


This  city  view  is  contemplated  from  between  morning  and  noon  (south  east) 


Beginning  from  the  left,  we  see: 

WEISSER  TURN,  FRAUENTOR,  WASSERTURM,  St.  LORENZKIRCHE , NEUTOR,  St.  SE- 
BALDUSKIRCHE,  then  come  the  Castle  with  VESTNERTURM,  FUNFECKIGER  TURM, 
KAISERSTALLUNG  and  the  tower  LUGINSLAND,  next  comes  a pair  of  town  wall 
towers  and  then  LAUFERSCHLAGTURM , and  quite  to  the  right  is  LAUFERTOR. 

And  in  the  foreground  below,  houses  are  seen  in  the  Wohrder-meadow. 


1680 


Over  the  prospect  of  the  city 
seen  from  the  evening  side 
(west)  the  name  of  JEHOVA 
sparkles  above  the  clouds. 


SUB  UMBRA  ALARUM  TUARUM  "Under 
the  shadow  of  (Thy)  Wings" 


In  exergue,  finial  framed  stands 
the  year  MDCLXXX 


Quite  to  the  left  is  seen  the  castle, 
then  comes  the  TIERGARTNERTORTURM  and 
close  thereafter  the  VESTNERTURM. 

There  next  comes  the  tower  LUGINSLAND 
at  the  Kasierstallung,  and  then  follow 
NEUTOR,  LAUFERSCHLAGTURM,  the  latter  surrounded  by  a couple  of  town  wall 
towers,  St.  SEBALDUSKIRCHE , a walltower,  FRAUENKIRCHE , St.  LORENZKIRCHE, 
WEISSER  TURM  and  SPITTLERTOR. 


1779 


X FINE  FEINE  MARCK  1779 

(10  pieces  minted  from  1 mark  of  fine 
Silver,  ca.  233  gram) 

In  the  sky  the  beaming  divine  tri- 
angle . 

In  exergue:  NURNBERG  and  K.R.: 

K is  assayer  GEORGE  KNOLL  (1779-) 

ff  is  Mintmaster  GEORGE  NIKOLAUS 
RIEDNER  (1764-1793) 

The  piospect  is  viewed  from  between 
morning  and  noon  (south  east) . 
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From  the  left  of  the  1779  Talev  we  see:  SPITTLERTOR,  St.  JAKOBSKIRCHE , 
WETSSER  TURM,  FRAUENTOR,  NASSAUER  HAUS,  St.  LORENZKTRCHE,  SPITALKTRCHE , 
NEUTOR,  St,  SEBALDUSKIRCHE,  TIERGARTNERTORTURM , and  the  castle  with 
HEIDENTURM  and  VESTNFRTURM;  and  quite  to  the  right  FUNFECKIGER  TURM 
and  the  tower  LUGINSLAND. 

In  the  foreground  are  gardens  and  fields. 
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X FINE  FEINE  MARCK  1780 

In  the  sky  the  beaming  divine 
triangle. 

In  exergue : NVRNBERG  and  K. R. 
(same  as  the  1779) 


From  the  left  we  see:  TIERGART- 
NERTORTURM, the  castle  with  HETDEN- 
TURM  and  VESTNERTURM,  then  NEUTOR, 
wall  towers,  St,  SEBALDUSKIRCHE. 
FRAUENKIRCHE,  NASSAUER  HAUS,  WEISSER 
TURM,  St.  LORENZKIRCHE,  St.  JACOBS- 
KIRCHE,  a wall  tower  (MARIENTOR)  and 
FRAUENTOR . 


Across  the  River  PEGNITZ  one  sees  the  roofed  defense  path  on  the  bridge. 
In  the  foreground  the  river  runs  through  the  Haller  meadow,  where  trees, 
houses  and  huts  can  be  seen. 

This  city  view  is  seen  from  the  evening  side  (west) . 

The  coins  are  shown  slightly  enlarged  to  make  them  more  legible. 


Literature  sources  used,  besides  various  coppers,  city  maps  and  en- 
cyclopedias, include: 

Besahreibung  dev  SiVbevrmnzen  dev  WohlVobtiohen  fveyen  Reiahs-Stadt 

NDRNBERGj  (Niirnberg,  1769) 

Bevuhnte  Kunststdtten  No.  5 ; P.J.  REE  "Nihmbevg" , (Leipzig,  Berlin  1900) 

Bayevisohe  Munzkatalog  Band  J,  Hans  Jorge  Kelner:  "Die  Miinzen  der 
Freien  Reichsstadt  Numberg"  ( Miinchen,  1957) 


The  Danish  numismatist  and  author  of  this  paper  Tyge  Sf^ndevgaavd  (b. 
1919)  first  and  foremost  is  known  to  collectors  worldwide  through  his 
many  years  of  collaboration  with  Dr.  John  S.  Davenport,  the  Master  of 
Taler  knowledge,  and  thru  the  last  25  years  he  has  written  a series  of 
articles  in  Danish,  Norwegian,  Western  and  Eastern  German,  Swiss,  Eng- 
lish and  American  numismatic  magazines  (see  the  article  on  "The  Imperial 
Cities  of  German"  in  the  JOURNAL  OF  INT"L  NUMISMATICS,  Vol.  VII,  1st 
and  2nd  issues,  1973).  In  two  great  int'l  coin  exhibitions  in  Rostock 
(1966  & 1968)  he  was  both  an  exhibitor  and  a jury  member.  In  1969  his 
work  on  the  Nuremberg  Talers  was  awarded  the  "Irmgard  Woldering  Ford- 
erungsprels"  from  the  Numismatic  Society  of  Hannover. 
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UNLISTED  VARIETIES  OF  THE  FRENCH  INDO  CHINA  PIASTRE  (Y9  & Y9a) 


by  John  L.  Pieratt^  Wiahita^  Kansas 3 NI  M941 

There  are  many  different  unlisted  varieties  of  the  French  Indo  China 
Piastre  de  Commerce  issued  from  1885  through  1928  (Y9  & Y9a) . Follow- 
ing are  several  I have  found  in  my  research  of  the  issue.  Perhaps 
others  can  add  to  this  listing. 

First,  two  varieties  concerning  the  robe: 


Next,  two  varieties  on  the  reverse  below  the  torch/fasces  mintmark: 


Long  full  blade  tip  above  bent 
left  blade. 


Short  or  no  blade  tip  above 
bent  left  blade. 


There  are  two  types  of  serifs  on  the  figure  1 in  the  date  as  follows: 


A census  conducted  by  the  author  shows  dates  1885,  1921H,  1924,  1925, 
1926,  1927  and  1928  exist  with  both  varieties  of  the  serif. 
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There  are  three  more  varieties  in  the  1921  and  1922  dates: 


1921H  with  both  serif  types  and  a low  punched  ”1" 


Below  is  the  results  of  a census  on  the  "In”  and  "Out"  serif  "I's"  for 
the  entire  series : 


Date 

In 

Out 

Date 

In 

Out 

1885A 

X 

X 

1904A 

X 

1886A 

X 

1905A 

X 

1887A 

X 

1906A 

X 

1888A 

X 

190  7A 

X 

1889A 

X 

1908A 

X 

1890A 

X 

1909A 

X 

189  3A 

X 

1910A 

XX 

1894A 

X 

1913A 

XX 

1895A  (Y9) 

X 

1921H 

X 

X 

1895A  (Y9a) 

X 

1921S 

XX 

1896A 

X 

1922H 

X 

189  7A 

X 

1922S 

X 

1898A 

X 

1924A 

X 

X 

1899A 

X 

1925A 

X 

X 

1900A 

X 

1926A 

X 

X 

1901A 

XX 

1927A 

X 

X 

1902A 

X 

1928A 

X 

X 

190  3A 

X 

The  author 

invites 

correspondence 

from  other 

members  on 

additional 

varieties . 

********************************************************************* 


On  MONEY,  Dr.  Benjamin  Franklin  said:  "Remember  that  money  is  of  a 

prolific,  generating  nature.  Money  can  beget  money,  and  its  offspring 
can  beget  more,  and  so  on.  Five  shillings  turned  is  six;  turned  again 
it  is  seven;  and  so  on  til  it  becomes  a hundred  pounds.  The  more  there 
is  of  it,  the  more  it  produces  at  every  turning,  so  that  the  profits 
rise  quicker  and  quicker.  He  that  murders  a crown,  destroys  all  that 
it  might  have  produced,  even  scores  of  pounds."  (Submitted  by  Walt 
Mason,  NI  #1283.) 


378 


CONTENTS  OF  THE  NI  REFERENCE  COLLECTION 


(Members  desiring  to  borrow  coins  from  the  collection  for  research  pur- 
poses, lecture  use,  non-competitive  displays,  or  any  other  reason,  may 
do  so  by  paying  postage  and  insurance  both  directions. 

Key  to  Listing:  FINE  or  better  for  all  Yeoman  types.  VERY  GOOD  or 

better  for  all  Craig  types.  Underlined  = UNCIRCULATED.  C = Complete. 

£ = Complete  with  at  least  one  uncirculated  type.  CX  ( ) = Complete 

except  those  listed.  Mints  are  not  listed  unless  multiple  mints  for 
the  particular  year. 

MALAYSIA  - British  North  Borneo:  Y2  - 1888;  Y3  - 1921,  1935;  Y4  - C; 

Y5  - 1938,  1940;  Y6  - C. 

Malaya:  Y1  - C;  Y2  - CX  (1939);  Y2a  - C;  Y3  - 1945;  Y4  - C;  Y5  - CX 

(1945) ; Y7  - C;  Y8  - C;  Y9  - C. 

Malaya  & British  Borneo:  YAl  - 1958,  1961;  Y1  - CX  (1957,  1957H,  1958H). 

Y2  - 1960,  1961,  1961H,  1961KN;  Y3  - 1961,  1961H;  Y4  - 1954,  1961, 

1961H. 

Malaysia:  Y1  - 1967;  Yla  - 1978,  1979;  Y2  - 1967,  1976,  1978,  1979; 

Y3  - C to  1977  XTT971  ),  1979,  1980;  Y4  - 1967,  1976,  1977,  1980;  Y5  - 
1967;  Y5a  - 1980;  Y6  - C. 


MALDIVE  ISLANDS:  Y2  - 1319;  Y2a  - C;  Y3  - C;  Y3a  - C;  Y6  - C;  Y7  - C; 

Y7a  - C;  Y8  - C;  Y8a  - C;  Y9  - 1379;  YIO  - C;  Yll  - C;  Y12  - C. 

MALI:  Y1  - C;  Y2  - C;  Y3  - C. 

MALTA : Y6  - 1972;  Y8  - 1972;  Y12  - 1972. 

MARTINIQUE:  Y1  - 1922. 

MAURITIUS:  Y14  - 1944;  Y19  - C;  Y20  - 1951;  Y21  - 1951;  Y22  - 1950; 

Y26  - 1959;  Y27  - 1959,  1969,  1971;  Y28  - 1959;  Y29  - 1956,  1964;  Y30  - 
1960,  1971. 

MEXICO  - Colonial:  KM109  - 1794. 

War  of  Independence:  Oaxaca  - KM219  - 1813;  KM226  - 1813;  KM234  - 1813. 

Republic  of  Mexico:  KM344  - 1860,  1861,  1863;  KM348  - 1860;  KM357  - 

1830,  1832,  1835,  1836;  KM360  - 1862;  KM370.7  - 1841  , 1847,  1851  , 1862; 
KM370.9  - 1833;  KM370.il  - 1850;  KM372.1  - 1848;  KM372.2  - 1836;  KM372.9 

- 1854/3;  KM374.8  - 1858. 

Mexican  Republic  - Decimal:  KM391.6  - 1889,  1890,  1892,  1897;  KM392  - 

1883;  KM393  - C;  KM394  - 1902;  KM394.1  - 1900,  1903,  1904,  1905;  KM395  - 
C;  KM400  - 1900  wide  C;  KM403.6  - 1887. 

Mexico  - United  States:  KM415  - CX  (1905,  1914,  1915,  1920,  1921,  1922, 

1924/3,  1925,  1926,  1928,  1929,  1940);  KM416  - C;  KM417  - C to  1966  X 
(1955,  1960);  KM419  - 1906,  1921,  1927,  1935,  1941;  KM421  - 1906,  1911, 
1914;  KM422  - 1935;  KM423  - CX  (1940,  1942);  KM424  - C;  KM425  - C; 

KM426  - CX  (1954  dot,  1954  w/o  dot);  KM427  - C to  1976;  KM428  - 1911; 
KM430  - 1921,  1935;  KM431  - 1928;  KM432  - C X (1938,  1942);  KM433  - CX 
(1955);  KM434  - 1977;  KM437  - 1935;  KM438  - 1935,  1937,  1939,  1941, 

1942,  1943;  KM439  - CX  (1943,  1945,  1952,  1954;  KM440  - CX  (1955,  1956, 

1959,  1968);  KM441  - CX  (1972);  KM442  - C to  1979  X (1975);  KM443  - CX 
(1953);  KM444  - 1964;  KM445  - 1907  curved  7;  KM448  - C;  KM449  - 1950; 
KM450  - 1956,  1959;  KM451  - C;  KM452  - C to  1978  X (1972,  1973,  1974); 
KM455  - 1924,  1927,  1932,  1945;  KM456  - C;  KM458  - C;  KM459  - 1959, 

1960,  1962,  1963,  1964,  1965,  1967;  KM460  - 1970,  1971,  1972,  1978; 

KM462  - C;  KM465  - C;  KM466  - C;  KM467  - 1952,  1953;  KM468  - C;  KM469 

- C;  KM471  - C;  KM472  - C to  1977  X (1971);  KM474  - 1956;  KM476  - C; 
KM479.1  - C;  KM480  - C;  KM483  - 1977  high  7's,  1978. 
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BOOK  REVIEWS 

BANCO  DE  LA  REPUBLICA  ORIENTAL  DEL  URUGUAY,  (1896  24  de  Agosto  - 
1917).  A report  of  the  first  21  years  of  the  bank's  operation. 

384pp,  numerous  photos,  charts  and  tables.  Printed  by  Talleres 
Graficos  A.  Barreiro  Y Ramos  at  Montevideo  in  1918. 

This  book  consists  of  15  chapters  with  the  following  titles:  Ante- 

cedentes  Historicos,  La  Ley  de  Fundacion  del  Banco,  La  Carta  Organ- 
ica  de  1896,  La  Instalacion  del  Banco,  Primer  Decenio  de  Funcion- 
amiento  del  Banco,  Segundo  Decenio  de  Funcionamiento  del  Banco,  Los 
Factores  del  Banco  I,  Los  Factores  del  Banco  II,  La  Casa  Central, 

Las  Sucursales,  La  Caja  Nacional  de  Ahorros  ye  Descuentos , Las  Re- 
formas de  la  Carta  Organica,  La  Moneda  Metal ica  Nacional  y el  Banco 
de  la  Republica,  El  Billete  del  Banco  de  la  Republica  and  Relaciones 
Entre  el  Banco  y el  Estado. 

Of  particular  interest  to  the  coin  collector  will  be  Chapter  XIII 
entitled  La  Moneda  Metalica  Nacional  y el  Banco  de  la  Republica 
which  consists  of  30  pages  bearing  the  following  subtitles:  La 

moneda  metalica  en  el  pais,  Monedas  coloniales.  Regimen  anterior 
al  patron  de  1862  y el  decreto-ley  monometal ista  de  1876,  Acuna- 
ciones  de  cobre  y plata  por  intermedio  de  contratistas  parti cul ares , 
Intervencion  del  Banco  de  la  Republica  en  las  emisiones  metal icas 
nacionales.  Las  Acunaciones  de  niquel  de  1901  y 1909  and  La  acunacion 
de  plata  de  1916-1917. 

Of  particular  interest  to  the  collector  of  banknotes  will  be  chapter 
XIV  consisting  of  27  pages  with  the  following  subtitles:  El  billete 

de  Banco  en  la  historia  nacional,  Impresion  de  los  primeros  billetes 
del  Banco  de  la  republica,  Emision  provisoria,  Impresion  de  billetes 
en  Alemania,  Emision  Giesecke  & Devrient,  Impresiones  en  Inglaterra, 
Emision  Waterlowe  & Sons,  Las  falsificaciones  Emision  Bradbury  & 
Wilkinson,  La  emission  definitive,  Los  billetes  provisorios  de  1918 
impresos  en  la  Republica  Argentina. 

Abstracted  by  Dale  Seppa 


Ferrari,  Jorge  N.  Bibtiografie  Argentina  Numismatiaa  y Medalistlca 
(Que  comprende  Monedas,  Billetes,  Medallas,  Condecoraciones , Fichas, 
Artistes,  Grabadores  , Numismaticos , Insti tuciones , Catalogos  y Guias 
y Expos iti ones . ) Printed  in  Buenos  Aires  in  1977  by  La  Imprenta  del 
Congreso  del  Nacion,  under  the  auspices  of  the  Academia  Nacional  de 
la  Historia.  Not  illus.,  356pp,  soft  card  cover.  Consisting  of 
2147  entries  plus  list  of  expositions,  index  and  table  of  contents. 

This  book  is  certainly  the  most  complete  bibliography  on  the  subjects 
covered.  The  size  of  the  printing  is  unknown  but  it  appears  to  be 
quite  limited.  It  is  not  generally  available  and  at  the  present  time 
I do  not  have  any  available  for  interested  collectors. 

Abstracted  by  Dale  Seppa 


380 


Carbo,  Luis  Alberto.  HISTORIA  MONETARIA  Y CAMBIARIA  DEL  ECUADOR, 

(Desde  la  Epoca  Colonial).  Reprint  of  1953  edition  printed  in  Quito 
in  1978  by  Offset  e Imp.  Cevallos.  678pp,  tables,  indexes. 

This  book  consists  of  35  chapters  which  cover  the  complete  financial 
history  of  Ecuador  starting  with  brief  resumes  of  the  pre-Colombian 
period  and  the  Spanish  monetary  system.  While  the  entire  book  would 
be  of  interest  to  the  serious  numismatist  or  notaphile,  I feel  that 
the  following  warrant  special  interest  by  anyone  having  interest  in 
the  coins  and/or  banknotes  of  the  country:  Las  Monedas  de  la  Gran 

Columbia,  La  Primera  Emision  de  Billetes,  Primera  Ley  de  Monedas  del 
Ecuador,  Las  Nuevas  Leyes  Monetarias,  La  Crisis  Monetaria  de  1847, 

Se  Establece  el  Banco  del  Ecuador,  La  Crisis  Monetaria  de  1874  and 
Situacion  Monetaria  1884  to  1892. 

All  in  all  it  is  a detailed  and  excellent  work  for  the  serious  student 
of  Latin  American  numismatics,  notaphily  or  monetary  affairs.  I do 
not  know  the  number  of  copies  printed.  The  book  is  not  generally  avail- 
able. 


Reviewed  by  Dale  Sep pa 


Adams,  John  W.  United  States  Numismatio  Literature j Volume  Jj  nine- 
teenth Century  Auction  Catalogs.  (XIII),  270pp,  illus.  with  photographs 
and  line  drawings,  tables.  Mission  Viejo,  Calif.  1982.  $85.00  ppd. 

Bio-bibliography  is  a notoriously  "dry"  subject,  however,  John  Adams 
has  injected  considerable  wit  and  much  wisdom  into  this  first  volume 
of  a planned  triology.  The  book  could  have  been  subtitled,  "Every- 
thing You  Need  to  Know  About  19th  Century  Coin  Catalogers,  and  Nothing 
More",  so  succinct  is  Adams'  style;  he  doesn't  bore  the  reader  with 
innumerable  tidbits  of  irrelevant  information. 

This  writer,  though , had  an  immediate  problem  with  the  book  in  attempt- 
ing to  read  it  in  order  to  write  this  review.  The  contents  beg  to  be 
used^  not  just  read,  as  one  would  read  a novel  or  history  book.  It 
was  difficult  to  resist  comparing  Adams'  comments  about  the  few  catalogs 
in  this  writer's  library;  too,  so  comprehensive  is  Adams'  coverage  of 
the  early  catalogs,  including  a grading  system  on  the  merits  of  each 
issue,  it  was  impossible  to  resist  listing  all  of  those  catalogs  wanted, 
but  missing,  from  the  writer's  library. 

After  the  Preface  and  the  Introduction,  the  book  is  divided  into  two 
major  sections:  Part  I,  The  Catalogers,  and  Part  II,  Contents  of  the 

Catalogs;  those  two  parts  are  followed  with  a brief  bibliography,  and  a 
chronological  list,  as  issued  by  dates,  of  all  the  catalogs  published 
by  the  combined  catalogers. 

Adams  lists  21  catalogers  in  the  19  chapters  of  Part  I of  his  book, 
and  it's  here  that  he  records  briefly  only  that  biographical  information 
that  the  reader  might  "need  to  know".  In  here,  too,  the  author  discusses 
in  general  terms  the  merits  and  contents  of  each  catalog,  including  the 
relative  rarity  of  some  of  the  more  scarce  items. 

Additionally,  each  chapter  in  Part  I contans  a chronological  list  of 
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catalogs,  published  by  that  individual  or  firm.  Adams  numbers,  dates, 
grades,  indicates  the  number  of  lots  and  plates,  if  any,  who  the  owner/ 
consignor  was,  if  known,  and  he  adds  brief  comments  about  the  contents 
of  each  sale,  frequently  noting  the  highlights  of  that  catalog.  While 
arbitrary,  Adams  uses  a simple  alpha  system  to  grade  each  sale;  A+  down 
to  C- , allowing  nine  possible  grades. 

"Part  II  is  directed  toward  researchers  and  specialists  — i.e.,  to  those 
for  whom  content  is  paramount,"  the  author  writes  in  his  explanation  to 
that  part  of  his  book.  Indeed,  Part  II  is  responsible  for  this  writer's 
delay  in  producing  this  brief  review,  for,  so  informative  is  it  that  he 
just  had  to  examine  each  and  every  entry  for  clues  to  his  collecting 
interests . 

Each  catalog  enumerated  is  graded  as  in  Part  I,  however,  Adams  assigns 
the  grades  to  the  contents  of  those  catalogs,  divided  into  25  subject 
categories,  plus  a "final  grade"  for  the  overall  quality  of  the  catalog 
contents.  Thus,  the  collector  of  foreign  material,  say,  British,  can 
scan  column  "T"  in  this  instance,  to  determine  if  such  material  is  re- 
presented in  that  particular  auction,  note  Adams'  qualitative  grade, 
and  decide  if  he  should  pursue  acquisition  of  a copy  of  the  catalog. 

This  writer  was  pleasantly  surprised  to  learn  of  the  abundance  of  for- 
eign material  presented  by  the  early  American  catalogers.  Adams  al- 
located eight  columns,  of  the  26  available,  to  foreign  material,  includ- 
ing: ancients,  medieval,  British,  German/French,  "Rest  of  Europe", 

Canada,  the  Americas  (i.e.,  Mexico  and  South),  and,  finally.  Oriental. 

Virtually  all  of  the  catalogs  listed  in  this  book  are  very  difficult 
to  locate,  and,  if  and  when  found,  command  premium  pri ces ...  unless , of 
course,  the  buyer  catches  a book  seller  "asleep". 

Catalogers  included  in  the  book  are:  Edward  Cogan,  William  E.  Woodward, 

William  Harvey  and  T.  R.  Strobridge,  Ebenezer  Mason,  John  W.  Haseltine 
and  David  U.  Proskey. 

Also,  John  Walter  Scott  and  Scott  & Co.,  S.  K.  Harzfield,  Edouard  Fros- 
sard,  the  Chapman  brothers  together  and  individually,  George  Massamore, 
George  Cogan  and  Charles  Steigerwalt. 

Also  included:  Harlan  P.  Smith  and  Henry  G.  Sampson,  Lyman  H.  Low, 
the  New  York  Coins  & Stamp  Co.,  and  Bangs,  and  Bangs,  Merwin  & Co. 

The  only  change  this  writer  would  urge  upon  the  author  is  a simple  one, 
which  probably  was  debated  and  discarded:  if  feasible,  a rarity  rating 

or  scale  should  be  assigned  to  each  catalog,  as  opposed  to  the  gener- 
alities mentioned  in  Part  I.  This  suggestion  is,  though,  a personal 
preference,  and  must  not  be  construed  as  a degrading  comment. 

An  indication  of  the  editorial  quality  of  the  book  may  be  had  from  the 
credits  given  by  the  author  in  his  Preface:  John  J.  Ford,  Herb  Trench- 

ard.  Jack  Collins  and  Walter  Breen.  Alan  Dietz,  a free-lance  artist, 
did  the  line  drawings  of  the  coin  dealers  and  famous  collections  mention- 
ed in  the  text. 

Some  potential  buyers  may  balk  at  the  relatively  high  price  of  this  book, 
$85.00,  but  this  shouldn't  prevent  the  research  numismatist  from  buying 
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a copy;  it's  an  invaluable,  very  useful,  book,  and  this  wri  ter  knows  now 
that  he'll  purchase  the  next  two  volumes  as  they  are  published. 

The  book  itself,  the  physical  product,  disproves  contentions  that  Ameri- 
can craftsmen  have  lost  pride  in  their  products,  for  this  is  a very  fine 
production.  It's  printed  on  acid-free  "Permalife"  paper,  typeset  with 
plenty  of  "white  space",  and  bound  in  handsome  hard  covers;  the  artwork 
and  layout  are  exemplary . The  author,  publisher,  printer  and  binder  can 
be  proud  of  their  "baby". 

Those  readers  wishing  to  buy  a copy... only  500  numbered  copies  were 
printed. . .should  contact  their  local  coin  or  book  dealer;  if  unavail- 
able, contact  the  publisher,  6.  Freder'ck  Kolbe,  23881  Via  Fabricante, 
#511,  Mission  Viejo,  Calif.  92691. 


Reviewed  by  Carling  Gresham 

*********************************************************************** 
WHAT  DO  I COMMEMORATE? 

by  Wm.  B.  Thompson,  NX  #LM-22 

Czechoslovakia,  100  Korona,  1955,  (Y-58) 


Freedom  and/or  Peace  are  man's  more  important  desires.  Here  again  we 
see  an  anniversary  of  freedom  celebrated  on  a coin.  Here  again  is 
where  I bought  a coin  at  1981  N.I.C.E.  because  I wanted  to  know  more 
about  it. 

The  artistic  simplicity  created  by  the  designer,  Bednar,  and  the  master 
Czech  die-makers  leaves  a description  of  the  obverse  of  the  coin  al- 
most unnecessary.  Suffice  it  to  say  that  the  soldiers  are  being 
welcomed  home  from  a war.  The  dates,  1945  and  1955  indicate  the  10th 
anniversary  of  the  Russian  liberation  at  the  end  of  World  War  II. 

The  denomination  100  Korona,  is  given  at  the  bottom. 

On  the  reverse  is  the  magnificent  Czech  Lion  Rampant  with  the  Slovak 
shield  and  REPUBLICA  CESKOSLOVENSKA  around  the  outer  edge.  The  Czech 
designers  should  be  complimented  on  a coin  that  is  beautiful  on  both 
sides . 

There  were  75,000  of  these  coins  minted  in  .900  fine  silver.  They  are 
40mra  in  diameter  with  a reeded  edge  and  a current  BU  value  of  $20-30. 
(The  10,  25  and  50  Korona  coins  of  1955  complete  the  set  commemorating 
this  event.) 
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MEMBER  NOTICE  PAGE 

Robert  Plemmons,  P.  0.  Box  234,  Haddon  Heights,  N.J.  08035:  WANTED 

for  research  - copies  of  VEDOMOSTI,  a publication  issued  between  1970- 
72  by  Vsevolod  Arefieu  of  Santa  Barbara,  Calif.  Please  write  as  to 
what  issue  you  have. 

Dale  Seppa,  103  Sixth  Ave.  N.  , Virginia,  MN  55792:  I am  presently 

working  on  updating  pricing  and  availability  data  for  coins  of  Brazil 
1780  thru  1950.  I would  welcome  receiving  news  of  any  significant 
offerings,  inventories  of  collections,  want  lists,  or  any  significant 
comments  on  the  availability  of  specific  types  or  dates.  This  inform- 
ation will  be  correlated  and  provided  to  the  editors  of  Standard  Cata- 
log of  Vorld  Coins  so  that  we  can  get  some  updated  information  and 
current  prices  into  this  sadly  neglected  section. 

Greater  Houston  Coin  Club,  P.  0.  Box  2963,  Houston,  Texas  77001: 
EXHIBITORS  needed  for  the  26th  annual  Greater  Houston  "MONEY  SHOW". 
Please  write  the  Exhibit  Chairman  at  the  above  address.  The  show 
will  be  held  at  the  Adams  Mark  Hotel  January  28-30,  1983. 

H.  Wurm,  Postfach  6488,  D 7750,  Konstanz,  Fed.  Repub,  of  Germany: 

WANTED  TO  BUY : Coins  of  the  French  World,  including  French  Coloni es , 

Protectorates  and  Mandates.  Dealers'  lists,  mail  bid  catalogs  welcome 
also.  Please  write  before  sending.  Thanks. 

ATTRIBUTION  SERVICE:  The  NI  Attribution  Committee  will  accept,  from 

NI  members  only,  any  numismatic  item,  whether  paper,  metal  or  whatever, 
for  attribution.  We  must  limit  the  items  to  a TOTAL  OF  SIX  (6)  MAXI- 
MUM. The  cost  is  just  advance  payment  of  return  postage,  including 
sufficient  for  insurance  or  registration,  if  desired.  Send  to  NI 
Attribution  Committee,  Box  2057,  Saugatuck  Station,  Westport,  Conn. 
06880,  USA.  Please  include  your  full  address,  name  and  NI  membership 
number.  (Please  note  new  box  number,  effective  immediately.) 

************************************************ ********************* 
INITIALS  DATE  FROM  ANCIENT  ROMAN  REPUBLIC  DAYS 


hy  the  late  Larry  Devine,  NI  §1822 


Papal  States,  Pope  Clement  XII  (Corsini),  who  ruled  from  1720  to 
1740.  Silver  Giulio  of  Rome.  CLEMENS  XII.P.M.A.VI  around  bust  r.  with 
camauro.  Rev:  A.A.A./F.F./RESTITVTVM/COMMERC.  In  wreath  above  castle 
on  shield.  MUNTONI  70. 

The  initials  AAAFF  are  from  the  Ancient  Roman  Republican  office  of 
Moneyer,  translating  to  "The  striking  and  casting  of  gold,  silver  and 
bronze" . 
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